(Date)
The Honorable (Legislator Name)

(Street Address)

(Town), NJ (Zip Code)
Dear Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator (Name):

As a resident of (Town), NJ in your district, I am writing to express my support for 
S-2780 (Kean, T./Norcross) / A-3969 (Coughlin) and to ask that you sign on to the bill as a co-sponsor. S-2870 / A-3969 revises many of the state’s antiquated laws regulating both microbreweries and brew pubs in New Jersey. As a supporter of New Jersey’s craft brewing industry and frequent purchaser of its products, I believe residents like me and visitors to our state should have more opportunities available to them to enjoy craft beers produced in New Jersey.
In the last twenty years, the state’s craft brewing industry has mimicked trends nationwide, with small craft brewers, typically having brewed their first batch of beer in their kitchens or basements, starting new businesses in a state regulatory climate stacked against them. Despite tough odds and having to contend with the ebbs and flows of the economy, craft brewers in New Jersey have trudged along, bringing their countless award-winning beers to a public increasing thirsty for products different from those which had been available on the beer market for decades. New Jersey’s craft beer industry has grown rapidly due to an increasing interest from beer lovers statewide in drinking unique craft beers produced locally, many of them utilizing local ingredients grown in our state. While the industry has experienced some success in recent years, state laws and regulations are still holding the industry back from its potential. S-2870 / A-3969 looks to fix these issues and help the state’s craft brewing industry thrive into the future.
Specifically, S-2870 / A-3969, does the following:

· Removes the cap (2 brew pubs) on the amount of brewpubs a company can open in the state. Taking away this cap means brew pub businesses wishing to expand could without any unnecessary restrictions; 

· Allow small breweries to sell beer directly to consumers from their brewery locations; NJ wineries already have this privilege. 

· Allow small brewers to sell their product at 10 locations across the state directly to consumers. New Jersey wineries have this privilege already, bringing their product directly to consumers without any harmful impact on other wine or alcohol interests; 

· Allow small breweries and brew pubs to offer samples to consumers both at their brewery or offsite at such things as charity events and festivals; 

· Allow brew pubs to sell their beer at other bars and restaurants which they own which do not brew beer onsite, yet have a retail consumption license; 

· Allowing brew pubs sell their beer off premise in the same manner as small breweries through the wholesale distribution chain. This would allow consumers to buy their favorite brew pub beer at other locations in the State; 

· Increase the amount of craft beer both New Jersey’s small breweries and brew pubs could produce annually. 

As your constituent and a supporter of New Jersey’s craft brewing industry, I again ask you to support S-2870 / A-3969 and sign on as a co-sponsor at your earliest convenience. I look forward to hearing back from you regarding this request and will be monitoring your decision. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Name

Address
